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On  Nob  Hill 

^LDER  San  Franciscans  remember  when  Nob  Hill  was  crowned 
with  the  palaces  of  millionaires  who  spent  most  of  their  time 
elsewhere.  Nearly  all  of  those  Comstock  and  Central  Pacific 
grandees  found  deeper  satisfaction  in  building  their  mansions  than  in  oc' 
cupying  them.  And  so  Nob  Hill  was  a  quiet  eminence  with  little  social 
■  activity,  and  those  who  trod  its  broad  sidewalks  were  apt  to  be  sightseers 
from  afar  rather  than  visitors  with  calling  cards.  The  building  of  the 
Fairmont  Hotel  made  quite  a  difference.  Then  came  San  Francisco's 
mighty  conflagration  of  1906,  changing  many  things  in  the  city,  and  among 
them  Nob  Hill.  All  that  old  architectural  grandeur  of  the  millionaires  was 
burned  away,  and  Nob  Hill  was  captured  by  the  builders  of  hotels  and 
apartment'houses.  Today  Nob  Hill  is  one  of  the  busy  residential  regions 
of  the  north  side. 

Among  those  who  have  stamped  the  impression  of  this  new  order  upon 
Nob  Hill  are  Weeks  6?  Day,  architedts  and  engineers.  To  them  San  Fran- 
cisco is  indebted  for  four  of  the  beautiful  structures  that  have  been  reared 
on  this  hill  to  command  incomparable  views  of  landscape  and  waterscape. 
Within  four  blocks  of  one  another  are  three  apartment'houses  and  a  hotel 
for  which  Weeks  &'  Day  drew  the  plans:  the  Mark  Hopkins  Hotel,  at  the 
southeastern  corner  ofCalifornia  and  Mason;  theBrocklebank  Apartments, 
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at  the  northeastern  corner  of  Mason  and  Sacramento;  the  Huntington 
Apartments,  at  the  southeastern  corner  of  California  and  Taylor;  and  the 
Cathedral  Apartments,  at  the  southwestern  corner  of  California  and  Jones. 

California  Street  on  Nob  Hill  is  a  beautiful  thoroughfare,  part  of  its 
attractiveness  being  due  to  the  rich  red  paving  brick  laid  in  accordance 
with  a  policy  of  beautification  intelligently  pursued  under  direction  of 
the  City  Engineer's  office.  As  one  walks  eastward  on  California  toward 
Mason,  it  is  seen  that  Weeks  6?  Day  took  advantage  of  an  unusual  op' 
portunity  to  do  a  splendid  thing.  The  front  of  the  Fairmont  Hotel  fills 
the  entire  block  in  Mason  Street  between  California  and  Sacramento. 
At  California  it  has  the  Mark  Hopkins  Hotel  for  neighbor;  at  Sacramento, 
the  Brocklebank  Apartments.  These  three  great  structures  standing  in  a 
line  on  the  eastern  side  of  Mason  Street  would  be  impressive  under  any 
conditions.  But  the  architedts— and  here  there  must  have  been  pleasant 
co'operation  on  the  part  of  their  clients  —  chose  to  make  the  two  new 
buildings  support  the  central  mass  of  the  Fairmont.  They  set  back  the 
Mark  Hopkins  and  the  Brocklebank  to  conform  to  the  setback  of  the  Fair' 
mont.  By  means  of  cut-off  corners  in  perfedt  balance  at  California  and 
Mason  and  at  Sacramento  and  Mason,  they  drew  the  three  buildings  into 
a  homogeneous  group.  And  thus  they  opened  up  the  most  important  part 
of  Nob  Hill  into  a  pla2,a.  It  was  unique  planning  for  San  Francisco.  In 
design  it  was  happy;  it  is  delightful  in  result. 

The  Mark  Hopkins  Hotel  (McDonald  &  Kahn,  general  contractors)  is 
a  nineteen'Story  building  that  embodies  old  architedtural  forms  modernly 
applied  to  the  setback  type  of  construction.  It  is  of  warm  gray  brick,  with 
terra'cotta  trim  and  ornament.  For  the  most  part  the  terra-cotta  is  applied 
simply,  as  in  the  main  bands  and  the  balcony,  but  there  is  richness  in  the 
terra' cotta  treatment  of  the  two'story  crown  of  either  wing  and  in  the 
tower  crown.  This  tower— by  the  way,  the  highest  point  in  a  city  of  high 
buildings  and  high  hills— was  recogni2;ed,  when  designed,  as  a  new  archi' 
tecftural  note  in  San  Francisco.  All  of  this  terra-cotta  is  a  matt  gla2,e  of 
warm  gray  color.  The  pylons  at  the  entrance  to  the  court  are  in  poly 
chrome  terra-cotta.  The  tower  roof  is  of  medium  Berkeley  tile  in  shades 
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of  special  green  glaze,  and  this  color  was  as  carefully  studied  as  was  the 
pitch  of  the  roof,  since  it  was  known  that  the  tower  would  be  visible 
from  many  angles  and  elevations.  All  of  the  terra'cotta  and  roof  tile  were 
manufactured  by  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co. 

The  Brocklebank  Apartments  (Clinton  Construction  Co.,  general  con' 
tractors)  is  a  ten-story  building  of  concrete  -whose  inspiration  is  to  be  found 
in  the  best  period  of  French  Chateau  architecture.  This  type  lends  itself 
admirably  to  apartment  design,  because  it  permits  the  free  distribution  of 
window  openings,  which  is  a  decided  advantage  in  the  laying  out  of  suites. 
The  Chateau  roof  is  notable,  not  only  for  its  inherent  beauty,  but  also  as 
being  the  first  all'tile  roof  ever  applied  to  a  great  San  Francisco  apartment' 
house.  Here  again  the  tile  is  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.'s  Berkeley.  This  tile 
has  an  antique  green  overtone  achieved  by  the  studied  combination  of 
green  tile  with  tile  of  russet'brown  shades.  One'third  of  the  tile  is  green, 
systematically  dispersed  over  the  roof  The  entrance  court  is  paved  with 
Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.'s  Promenade  tile  in  buffs  and  reddish  browns. 

The  Huntington  Apartments  (Cahill  Bros.,  general  contractors)  is  a 
twelvc'Story  structure  that  relates  itself  in  design  to  Italian  influences.  It 
is  of  brick  in  hues  of  red  and  pink,  with  trim  in  matt  gla2,e  terra'Cotta  of 
a  pinkish  color  delicately  attuned  to  the  masonry  of  the  walls.  This  terra' 
cotta  is  used  for  the  main  entrance,  the  belt'courses,  the  quoins,  the  pilas' 
ters,the  balustrade,  and  the  ornament  of  the  top  stories.  The  plastic  material 
was  all  manufactured  by  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co. 

TheCathedral  Apartments  (Cahill  Bros., general  contractors)  is  a  sixteen' 
story  concrete  structure  of  thoroughly  modern  design,  though  following 
Spanish  Mission  inspiration,  particularly  in  the  use  of  ornament.  Against 
the  extremely  simple  background  of  the  white  building  the  entrance  porch 
stands  out  in  a  rich  exuberance  that  gives  a  strong  and  arresting  note  of 
contrast.  On  this  porch  the  architects  lavished  a  wealth  of  ornament,  find' 
ing  terra'Cotta  susceptible  of  the  plastic  treatment  that  was  inseparable 
from  their  purpose.  Here  the  terra'Cotta  is  matt  enamel  in  mottled  buff 
color.  The  balustrade,  too,  is  in  terra'Cotta.  The  porch  has  a  tile  roof,  and 
the  lobby  is  paved  in  Promenade.  Terra'Cotta  and  tile  were  made  by  us. 
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The  beautiful  has  become  so  important 
an  element  in  our  modern  competitive 
culture  that  no  hotel,  no  apartment' 
house,  would  be  economically  justifiable 
that  did  not  offer  beauty  to  the  pro' 
spedtive  dweller.  Travelers  seeking  the 
tang  and  color  of  ancient  times  may  wel' 
come  the  opportunity  to  abide  in  some 
unprepossessing  old  hostelry  that  sup' 
plies  in  historic  associations  what  it  lacks 
in  adtual  attractiveness,  but  such  travel' 
ers  are  a  sentimental  minority.  The  ma' 
jority  insists  on  beauty  of  surroundings 
no  less  than  on  the  ultimate  word  in 
convenience.  And  this,  so  true  of  hotels, 
is  even  truer  of  apartment'houses  where 
the  household  gods  are  permanently  in' 
stalled. 

To  meet  these  widespread  and  ever' 
growing  demands  for  beauty  in  hotels 
and  apartment'houses  the  American  ar' 
chitedt  is  impelled  to  exercise  all  the  skill 
at  his  command.  Though  he  be  an  artist 
to  his  finger'tips,  he  must  possess  other 
qualifications,  else  he  will  fail;  for  the 
problem  has  a  serious  economic  side,  and 


unless  he  has  learned  to  adjust  the  bal' 
ance  nicely  between  capital  investment 
and  assured  return,  his  services  will  not 
be  in  demand. 

It  is  surely  significant,  in  the  light  of 
this  last  consideration,  that  terra'cotta 
has  become  such  a  popular  material  in 
hotel  and  apartment'house  construdtion. 
It  will  be  found  that  the  finest  hotels 
and  apartment'houses  in  America  use 
terra'Cotta  for  exterior  finish  or  for  or' 
namental  enrichment. 

The  appeal  of  terra'Cotta  for  such 
buildings  is  manysided.  Terra'Cotta  is 
permanent.  It  is  fire'safe.  It  is  easily 
cleaned.  It  is  reasonable  in  cost.  Terra' 
cotta  interprets  the  architedt's  thought 
of  dignity  and  simpHcity,  or  his  thought 
of  the  richest  ornament.  No  good  design 
is  repugnant  to  terra'Cotta— rather  terra' 
cotta,  by  its  beauty  of  varied  color  and 
texture,  and  by  its  incomparable  plastic 
ity,  welcomes  the  test  of  any  effed;  for 
w^hich  the  archited;  strives. 

Thomas  E.  Tallmadge,  the  most  recent 
historian  of  American  architecture,  de' 
clares  that  American  "supremacy  in  hotel 
architedture  is  acknowledged  abroad," 
and  that  our  great  hotels  and  apartment' 
houses  "are  emulated  as  far  as  possible 
by  European  architedts."  To  this  suprem' 
acy,  there  can  be  no  question,  the  reliance 
of  our  architedts  upon  terra'cottahas  con' 
tributed  a  great  deal.  The  beauty  of  terra' 
cotta  makes  an  impression  even  upon 
those  laymen  who  seldom  differentiate 
one  building  material  from  another. 
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I  '  Mark  Hopkins  Hotel 


Weeks  6?  Day,  Architects  and  Engineers 


The  trim  and  ornament  of  this  great  hotel  are  of  terra'cotta,  a_^matt  glazie  of  warm  gray  color.  The 

roof  of  the  tower  is  of  Berkeley  tile  in  shades  of  special  green  gla2;e.  Terra-cotta 

and  tile  are  by  Gladding,  McBean  €s?  Co. 
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II  '  Mark  Hopkins  Hotel 


Weeks  &?  Day,  Architedts  and  Engineers 


The  pylons  at  the  entrance  to  the  court  are  of  polychrome  terra-cotta,  by  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co. 

These  pylons  are  of  accented  beauty,  and  justly  so,  since  they  emphasize  the 

setback  of  the  hotel  strucfture. 


Ill  '  Huntington  Apartments 


Weeks  fe?  Day,  Architecfts  and  Engineers 


The  trim  and  ornament  of  this  twelve'story  apartment-house  are  of  Gladding,  McBean  6?  Co.'s  matt 

glaze  terra'cotta.  It  has  a  delicate  pinkish  color  that  harmonizes  with 

the'masonry  of  the  'walls. 


IV  '  Huntington  Apartments 


Weeks  &?  Day,  Architedts  and  Engineers 


Terra-cotta  was  applied  to  the  entranceway  in  order  to  establish  a  strong  contrast  of  richness  against 

the  simplicity  of  the  brick  facade.  The  plastic  material  was 

produced  in  our  kilns. 


V  '  Brocklebank  Apartments 


Weeks  6?  Day,  Architects  and  Engineers 


Gladding,  McBean  €s?  Co.  supplied  the  tile  for  this  Chateau  roof.  This  was  the  first  root  of  a  large 

apartment-house  in  San  Francisco  completely  covered  with  tile.  The  color  has  an  antique 

green  overtone  obtained  by  combining  green  tile  with  russet'browns. 


VI  '  Cathedral  Apartments 


Weeks  6?  Day,  Archite(fts  and  Engineers 


Spanish- American  inspiration  is  noticeable  in  this  richly  ornamented  porch  that  forms  the  entranceway 

to  a  sixteeo'Story  apartment-house.  Our  kilns  produced  for  this  porch  a  matt 

enamel  terra-cotta  in  mottled  buff  color. 
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Flowered  stalks  of  vivid  color 

become  this  Jar  glazed  delicately  in  light  green. 

The  height  is  twenty-five  and  a  half  inches. 
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Primed  b\-  Taylor  £r-  Taylor^  San  Francisco 


